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LATE  NEWS 


The  maximum  price  of  raw  cotton  in  France  has  been  established,  as 
follows : 

Per  kilogram  ]J        Gents  per  Cents 

in  warehouse  kilogram  per  lbT 
(French  Francs  2/ 

U.S.A.  and  similar: 

strict  middling  1,  Rain  grown                      ~223                  86.36  39.1? 
Egypt  and  similar: 

PVG*  Ashmouni                                                  309                II7.0I4.  53*09 

F.G.  Guiza  30                                                    359                135*98  61.68 

F.G.  Karnak  155                                                U36                I65.I5  7U.9I 

Extra  Karnak  151                                               462                1 7^.99  79-37 

Sea  Island: 

Antigua  ......                       629                238.26  10a.07 

India : 

Oomra  superfine  ,                                     192                 '72,72  32.98 

Bengal  fine  ....                                       122                  46. 21  20. 96 

American  Sud."?adux" . . ........                        2i|8                  93-9k  k2.6l 

l/  one  kilogram  equals  "cT^ 2 olj-6  pounds.    2/  for  commercial  purposes  and  as 
"of  November  23,  19^8  one  U.S.  dollar  equals  26I4  francs. 

Source:    Bulletin  Officiel  du  Service  des  Prix,  November  8,  19^8. 


Cotton  stocks,  .in,  the  Chinese  coastal  textile  nulls  were  reported  at 
379, 000  bales  on  November  12/  1948.    There  were  51(2,000  bales  at  S hangha i , 
15,000  at  Tientsin,  and  22,000  at  Tsingtao.    Eighty-seven  percent  of  China's 
cotton  spindles  are  locatec  in  these  3  towns'. 

Collection  of  Chinese-  cotton  from  tho  present  crop  has  been  negligible 
due  to  tne  war,  unstable  political  conditions,  and  restrictions  placed  on 
the  movement  of  goods  after  August  19,  I9U8.    This  leaves  the  coastal  mills 
at  present  dependent'  on  existing  stocks  and  imports. 


Shanghai  consumption  in  November  was  about  101,500  bales,  or  about 
70  percent  of  full  capacity.    At  this  rate  all  stocks  would  be  e::haus'ced 
by  the  middle  of  February. 

The' Tientsin  consumption  rate  of  857  bales  per  month  is  I4O  percent  of 
capacity  and  would  exhaust  present  stocks  by  the  first  week  of  January. 

Tsingtao  is  consuming  11,^-90  bales  por  month,  or  about  60  percent 
of  full  capacity.    At  this  race  stocks  would  be  exhausted  by  the  middle  of 
January. 


(Continued  on  Page  lj.60) 
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COTTON  AND  OTHER  FIBER 

COTTON  CONSUMPTION • INCREASES 
IN  NETHERLANDS  l/ 

Cotton  mill  consumption.- In- the  Netherlands  is  estimated  at  218,000 
bales  (kQO  pounds  net  weight)  for  the  19^7-48  season.    This  is  a  20- 
percent.,  increase  oyer  the  177,000  bales  consumed  during  the  previous 
season  but  still  7  percent  under  the  prewar  average  of  235 ,000  bales 
in  the  193^-38  period. 

,  The  Netherlands  textile  industry  suffered  some  damage  during  the 
war,  but  this  is  being  rapidly  repaired.    Cotton  spindles  now  in  use 
are  reported  at  .1,165,000  as  compared  with  prewar  total  of  1,260,000 
spindles.    It  is  expected  that  an  additional  60,000  will  be  placed  in 
operation  by  June  19^9.    However,  present  spinning  capacity  is  not  being 
fully  used  and  production  could  be  raised  above  the  prewar  level  if 
sufficient  raw  materials  and  labor  were  available  for  such  expansion. 
The  industry  now  has  a  large  proportion  of  unskilled  labor  and  apprentices' 
who  must  be  trained- before  much  progress  can  be  made  in  increasing  pro- 
ductioni,-  '  -     '-•  .  , 

Before  the  war  the  Netherlands  imported  about "20  percent  of  the 
cotton  yarn  used  by  the  weaving  industry.    Only  limited  supplies  of 
yarn  are  now  being  received.    The  United  Kingdom,  for  example,  in  19^7 
supplied  only  10  percent  of  the  amount  supplied  in  1938.    However,  it 
is  believed  if  sufficient  skilled  labor  could  be  secured  to  run  2  full 
shifts  in  all  mills,  the  Netherlands  could  supply  all  their  yarn  require- 
ments except  for  certain  fine  yarns  which  could  not  be  handled  on  the 
machinery  now-  in  operation.  ".  : 

The  Netherlands  will,  attempt  to  increase  cotton  consumption  by  15 
to  20  percent  during  the  ■  igk-8-k9  season.    After  declining  during  the 
vacation  months,  of  July  and  August,'  cotton  consumption  rose  to  a  post- 
war record  of  19,000  bales  in  the  4-week  period  ending  October  9,  19^8. 
This  compares  with  an  average  of  16,700  bales  in  the  igkJ-kQ  season. 

Imports  into  the  Netherlands  for  the  l^kf-kQ  season  were  reported 
at  207,000  bales  or  11,000  bales  less  than  consumption,  which  resulted 
in  a  slight  reduction  of  stocks.    Stocks  in  the  Netherlands  have  been 
maintained  at  a  nearly  constant,  level  and  large  surplus    stocks  have  not 
been  built  up  as  in  some  of  .the  other  European  countries  after  the  war. 
Mill  stocks  were  reported  at  63,000  bales  on    August  1,'  19^8,  This 
-represents mearly  a  k -months ''supply  but  is" a  slight  reduction  from  the 

l/  Based  on  a  report  by  H*  G,.  Bolster,-  Agricultural  Attache,  and. 
Robert  C.  Bone,  Third  Secretary,  American  Embassy,  The  Hague. 
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70,000  bales  reported  for  the  previous  year.    Port  stocks  were  reported 
at  44,500  bales  on  August  1,  1948.    However,  these  stocks  included  much 
cotton  in  transit  to  other  countries  and  probably  less  than  half  was 
imported  for  consumption. 

RISE  IN  FRENCH  COTTON  CONSUMPTION 
MAY  NOT  CONTINUE 

French  cotton  consumption  made  a  quick  recovery  to  97,000  bales 
in  September,  after  a  marked  decline  of  nearly  25  percent  in  July  and 
August  of  1948.    October  production  was  reported  to  have  continued  at 
about  this  level  which  has  been  maintained  for  the  past  two  seasons. 
However,  it  is  not  believed  the  present  rate *can  be  maintained  long 
in  view  of  the  shortage  of  cotton  stocks  and  an  apparent    reduction  in 
imports . 

Substantial  imports  were  received  in  August  but  imports  of  6l,000 
bales  in  September  were  again  less  than  consumption  in  that  month. 
Export  statistics  of  countries  supplying  cotton  to  France  indicate  that 
French  cotton  imports  in  October  fell  still  further.    Private  reports 
indicate  that  the  cotton  shortage  is  now  seriously  hampering  textile 
production.    The  situation  may  deteriorate  further  as  the  prolonged 
coal  strike  may  make  it  necessary  to  import  coal  rather  than  cotton. 

The  Economic  Cooperation  Administration  has  allotted  $59,000,000 
for  the  procurement  of  cotton  in  the  United  States  by  the  French  in 
the  fourth  quarter  of  1948.    At  present  prices  this  will  purchase 
about  350,000  bales  of  cotton. 

.(Continued  on  Page  459) 
FATS  AID  OILS, 

NICARAGUAN  SESAME  HARVEST 
EXPECTED  TO  ATTAIN  19^7  RECORD 

Nicaragua1 s  sesame  harvest  for  the  1948-49  crop  year  is  expected 
to  approximate,  if  not  exceed,  the  record  outturn  of  the  past  season 
despite  a  reduction  in  acreage,  according  to  a  report  from  the  American 
Embassy,  Managua.    About  43,200  acres  were  planted  (July -September) 
compared  with  55,300  a  year  earlier.    Slightly  lower  prices  obtained 
by  growers  last  year,  as  well  as  losses  sustained  because  of  insect 
damage  and  unfavorable  weather  conditions,  were  factors  contributing  to 
this  decline.    The  Department  of  Leon  leads  in  sesame  planting,  account- 
ing for  about  one -half  of  the  total  area  seeded  this  year.  Chinandega 
and  Mangua  Departments  also  devote  extensive  plantings  to  this  crop. 

Sesame  is  harvested  in  late  November  and  early  December.  Taking 
into  consideration  the  factors  of  weather  and  possible  loss  caused  by 
insect  plagues,  informed  sources  believe    that  an  average  yield  of  over 
58O  pounds  per  acre  will  be  attained.    On  this  basis,  total  production 
from  the  1948-49" harvest  should  be  approximately  12,700  short  tons. 
Last  year*s  crop  was  somewhat  over  12,000  tons.  .  . 
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No  stocks  of  sesame  exist  in  Nicaragua  at  the  present  .time,  since  the 
exportable  surplus  from  the  1947 -48  crop  has  already  been  shipped,  and  it 
is  not,  likely  that  there  will  be  any  seed  available  from  the  current  crop 
prior  to  January 0    Demand  in  foreign  markets  for  Nicaraguan  sesame  seed 
appears  to  be  strong,  -with  inquiries  having  been  received  from  the. 
United  States,  Venezuela,  and  France „    The  nominal  price  as  of  the  middle 
of  October  was  about  (U.S. )  $14.00  per  quintal  ($276  per  short  ton),  f.o.b., 
Cor into. 

Assuming  a  continuation  of  favorable  world  prices,  the  cultivation 
of  sesame  may  be  expected  to  retain  its  present  position  of  importance 
in  the  agricultural • economy  of  Nicaragua,    The  terrain  and  climatic 
conditions  of  the  western  lowlands  of  the  country  are  well  suited  to 
this  crop,  and  its  cultivation  has  been  greatly  facilitated  by  increasing 
use  of  tractors  and  other  machinery,,    It  must  be  borne  in  mind,  however, 
that  in  many  cases,  sesame  plantings  are  on  land  formerly  planted  to 
corn,  cotton, or  rice,  and  should  the- world  price  for  sesame  decline  cr 
the  price  of  any  of  these  other  commodities  show,  an  appreciable  increase, 
sesame  plantings  could  be  expected  to,  decline, 

VENEZUELA'S  VEGETABLE 
OIL  SUPPLY  INADEQUATE 

Venezuela's  edible-oil  deficit  is  expected  to  be  as  great  in  1949 
as  it  has  been  in  1948,  according  to  a  report  from  James  Hs  Kempt on, 
Agricultural  Attache,  Caracas,    If  the  margarine  industry  expands,  as  it 
may  under  the  current  restrictions  on  imported  butter ,  vegetable  oil 
consumption  will  be  greater  in  1949  than  in  1948,  and  as  production  is 
not  likely  to  show  a  large  increase,  there  will  be  pressure  for  additional 
supplies  from  abroad. 

Coconut  production,  the  most  important  source  of  vegetable  oil  in 
the.  country,  varies  little  from  year  to  year.    The  only  large  planting 
of  recent  years  is  that  of  a  soap  company  near  Puerto  Cabello,  in  the 
State  of  CaraboDo.    This  is  only  494  acres  but  is  still  being  expanded. 
It  has  20,000  bearing  trees  and  part  of  the  nuts  from  these  are  used  for 
extending  plantings .  [ 

The  Venezuelan  Development  Corporation,  in  association  with- certain 
crushing  interests  and  a  cattle  feed  company,  is  undertaking  a  coconut 
planting  venture  which,  when  completed,  will  add  about  10,000  acres ' to 
the  coconut  area..    When  these  trees  are  in  full  production  it  is  estimated 
that  the  copra  output  will  come  to  around  13,000  tons.    Copra  requirements 
are  from  22,000  to" 28,000  short  tons  annually. 

Processors'  estimates  of  copra  receipts  range  from  2,200  to  4,200 
tons.    For  locally,  produced  copra,  processors  pay  about  (U.S.)  $300  per 
metric  ton  ($272  per  short  tori)  at  Puerto  Cabello.'  Even  this  does  not  in- 
crease the  coconut  harvest.    The  1948  copra,  output  is  placed  at  about  3,300  tons. 
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The  principal  locally -produced  seed  milled  for  oil  is  cottonseed. 
Although  cotton  acreage  figures  for  I9A8  are  not  available,  there  is  lit- 
tle doubt  that  the  acreage  is  below  that  of  19^7  because  of  the  greater 
prospective  prof it ' from  corn.    On  the  other  hand,  the  season  has  been 
exceptionally  favorable,  and  it  is  possible  that  the  crop  may  not  be 
much  smaller  than  last  year's  when  5,900  tons  of  seed  (commercial) 
•were  realized,    About  6,600  tons  of  seed  ie  forecast  for  19^8,  of  which 
about  6,000  will  reach  crushers. 

The  real  effort  of  the  country  to  improve  its  edible  vegetable  oil 
position  by  home-grown  materials  has  been  with  sesame,    Plant  breeders 
have  developed  several  very  promising  varieties  and  have  grown  seed  for 
expanded  commercial  plantings.    Breeding  for  improved  strains  continues, 
particularly  along  the  line  of  a  non-opening  capsule.    In  the  course  of 
experimentation  has  come  the  discovery  that  sesame  seed  attains  its  full 
oil  content  before  the  pod  ripens.    This  fact  makes  it  possible  to  harvest 
without  so  great  a  loss  from  seed  shattering.    Studies  have  also  been  di- 
rected toward  machine  harvesting  to  cut  costs  and  also  to  encourage  acreage 
expansion  in  regions  where  farm  labor  is  deficient.    Considerable  success 
has  been  obtained  with  ordinary  wheat  binders,  but  for  many  plantings 
this  machine  is  too  light  weight.    Until  a  satisfactory  harvester  is  on  the 
market,  sesame  acreage  will  not  expand  rapidly.    This  year  a  more  active 
planting  campaign  was  followed  than  in  19^7  but,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
higher  rainfall  had  a  bad  effect  on  the  plantings  and  many  acres  were  aban- 
doned, particularly  in  the  State  of  Portuguesa.    The  19^+8  outturn  is 
placed  at    from  3,300  to  3,900  tons. 

These  3.  oil  sources  will  comprise  95  percent  of  Venezuela^  produc- 
tion in  19^8  and  total  approximately  3,800  tons  of  oil.    Both  peanuts 
and  soybeans  are  being  experimented  with,  but  neither  will  be  factors 
in  the  edible  oil  supply  in  the  next  few  years. 

There  is  one  small  planting  of  the  African  oil  palm  along  the  coast 
not  far  from  Urama  in  the  State  of  Carabobo.    These  palms  are  thriving 
but "have  not  reached  the  point  where  their  production  can  be  forecast. 
The  planting  is  of  interest,  not  for  its  potential  contribution  to 
the  vegetable  oil  supply  of  Venezuela,  but  as  a  demonstration  which 
may  stimulate  plantings  of  significant  magnitude  in  the  same  region. 
There  is  ample  acreage  in  Carabobo  and  the  adjoining  State  of  Yaracuy 
for  expansion  of  African  oil  palm  plantings. 

Current  import  requirements  of  all  fats  and  oils  are  now  estimated 
at  16,500  tons  oil  equivalent.     This  figure  is  based  on  demands  of  the 
trade  at  the  present  time  and  is  not  calculated  from  the  standpoint  of 
nutritional  needs.    The  quantity  of  vegetable  oil  used  in  cooking  will 
fluctuate  with  the  availability  of  hog  lard  and  its  relative  price. 
Lard  imports  are  approximately  20  percent  of  all  oil  imports.    At  pres- 
ent hog  lard  ie  in  excess  supply;  customs  duties  on  this  product  were 
restored  in  July  19^8. 

UNITED  KINGDOM  IMPORTS  OF 
SPECIFIED  FATS  AND  OILS 

The  following  table    ehows  United  Kingdom  imports  of  specified  fats 
and  oils  for  January -September  19^8,  with  comparisons: 
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UNITED  KINGDOM  EXPORTS  OF 
SPECIFIED  FATS  AND  OILS 

The  following  table  shows  United  Kingdom  exports  of  specified  fats 
and  oils  for  January -September  1948,  with  comparisons: 

UNITED  KINGDOM:    Exports  of  specified  fats  and  oils,  January-September  1948 

with  comparisons. 


Commodity 


1938 


19^7 


January -S  ep  t ember 


19^7 


1948 


Cottonseed  oil,  unrefined.....  

Cottonseed  oil,  refined  

Peanut  oil,  unrefined.....  

Soybean  oil,  refined  

Linseed  oil  

Castor  oil  

Other  vegetable  oils,  n.e.s  

Cooking  fats  •.  

Margarine  

Tallow  «, 

Stearine. . . .  

Animal  oils  (except  marine  animal) . 

oils  and  fats,  unrefined  

Animal  oils  including  fish  oils, 

ref  ined  

Whale  oil,  unrefined  

Other  fish  and  marine  animal  oils, 

refined  

Soap  stock. . ,  

Soap  


1,000 
pounds 

16,578 
6,817 
•81,583 
14,343 
27,017 
13,756 
36,320 

8,297 
5,296 

20,653 
5,750 

32,487 

9,477 
4,  464 

7,5^0 

5,477 
81,338 


1,000 
pounds 

224 
1,450 
1,747 
40 

334 
134 

7,213 
6,919 
13 ,  579 

20. 

419 

1,660 

2,4l4 
11 

620 
85 

40,950 


1,000. 
pounds 

-a/ 
1,747 

a/ 

5,485 
5,087 
10,616 

a/  . 
.1,380. 

1,766- 
a/ 


•  56O 
a/ 
27,613' 


a/  Not  shown  separately  in  monthly  publication. 
Trade  and  Navigation  of  th©  United  Kingdom. 


1,000 
pounds 

a/ 

2 

16,590 
5,l4o 
10 , 120 

a/. 
..  a/ 


1,662 

'  4,465 
•a/ 

699 
a/. 

44,307 
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UNITED  KINGDOM:    Imports  of  specified  fats  and  oils,  January -September  1Q48 

with  comparisons. 


January -Sep  tember 


Commodity.      .  .: 

1938.  : 

19^7  ! 

1947  ; 

1948 

1,000  :: 

1,000  : 

1,000 

1,000 

• 

pounds 

;        pounds  ; 

pounds 

;  pounds 

1,390,010 

j     y  y 

:        79,285  : 

:  70,043 

:  126,083 

Cotton  oil    unrefined...   ...  s 

11,800  ; 

.      -    in  147  ■ 

4,202 

20  776 
>        e-*J  ,11'-' 

Peanuts :  •                .  : 

In  the  shell....  

18,285 

110  703  - 

110  557 

153  989 

Shelled....'.'...;......  : 

712^826 

559  969 

►              y  yy j y^  y  « 

;              385. Q79 
•            *j  w  y  }  y  \  y 

:  507.235 

220.770 

58,101  ■ 

•             y  y 

\  56.912 

>                 y  w  y  y  w 

:  8,539 

»                 ^  y  y  *J  y 

7,188 

1  y 

:  4,567 

»                    y  y  1 

:  ^,567 

:  4,894 

Sunflower-  and  saf flower  seed  • 

2  : 

•        40.584  ; 

:  21,276 

,              —  y  \ 

i  54,970 

•             y  r  y  y  I  w 

Olive  oil,  unrefined  

10,667  : 

:              56  : 

!  56 

'  9,851 

:         2,203  ! 

:          2 , 150 

:  7,398 

Copra  : 

254,625  • 

✓    y  y 

:       286,019  • 

•    '  248,461 

:  172,988 

79,8'65' ' 

l  y  y  v' 

:  .     .138,251  : 

:  '  ' '  95',7k9 

:  149,690 

299,022 

:     '  815,364 

\  580,828 

1  648,872 

29^  Uoi 

y  '  y  y 

:    '  '  341,011  j 

238,788 

313,600 

619,042 

y  y 

:  90,044 

72,182 

:  41,910 

42,l84 

:       250,280  : 

174,704 

93,894 

Cas  tor  beans  .  • 

71  221 

91.849 

67  673 

:  34,828 

7*654 

:        13,496  s 

5,690 

i  36,900 

Vf,37k  i 

892  • 

>                 y  y  ^  y 

:  372 

1  — «■     y  y 

17,111. 

: •     .  19,504 

17,703 

:  18,265 

t/  .  16,851  • 

i  a/  .50,174  : 

35,338 

:  39,24q 

»  — '  y  y  y 

Other  vegetable  oils,  refined: 

16,255  ; 

:          1,73^  ■ 

:  l,55k 

:  1,638 

Other  vegetable  oils,  :: 

■    9,003-!  26,636.: 

•  .  : !  '16,168 

!  41,780 

12,196- 

:  85.! 

75 

;  600 

Oleo -margarine  and  -'  oleo-Qil. ; : 

16,502 

:         4,849  : 

:  b/ 

:  D/ 

Lard.  • 

161,383 

3^,515  : 

3^  346 

t  11,590 

k                     y  y  y 

1,066,006 

:       484,492  ! 

:  ^03,53^ 

;  486,001 

Tallow :  : 

54,499 

1  51,265 

;  34,973 

:  43,561 

46,789 

:  46,529 

:  39,226 

:  5S,972 

505,543 

:       326,110  , 

:  325,734 

:  274,351 

Other  animal  oils  including  : 

44,551 

\  46,182 

1  3,617 

!  3,841 

a/  Eevised.    b/  Not  shown  separately  in  monthly  publication. 

c/  There  were~8.9  million  pounds  of  butter  reexported  in  1938,  5«1  million 

pounds  in  1947  and  4.0  million  pounds  for  the  nine  months  of  1948. 

d/  Includes  some  vitamin  oils. 


Trade  and  Navigation  of  the  United  Kingdom. 
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TROPICAL  PRODUCTS 

INDIA'S  1948  TEA  PRODUCTION 
APPROXIMATES  1947 

Total  1948  tea  production  in  India  and  Pakistan,  according  to  the 
Tea  Controller  for  India",  ■  is  estimated  at  577  million  pounds  compared 
with  587-6  million  pounds  in  1947-    Trade  sources,  however,  estimate 
the  crop  as  high  as  593  million  pounds.    According  to  the  Controller, 
north  India's  crop  will  be  442  million  pounds,  Pakistan  45  million, 
and  south  India  90  million  pounds.    South  India's  1948  crop  has  been 
estimated  by  the  trade,  however,  at  106  million  pounds,  which  accounts 
for  the  difference  in  the  two  estimates.    During  the  first  9  months  of 
1948,  South  India  produced  about  83  million  pounds  of  tea,  and  if 
weather  remains  favorable  during  the  fourth  quarter,  23  million  pounds 
more  may  be  produced,  according  to  a  report  from  the  American  Embassy 
in  New  Delhi. 

NETHERLANDS  INDIES  TEA 
PRODUCTION  BELOW  FORECAST 

The  1948  estate  tea  crop  in  the  Netherlands  Indies,  including  tea 
purchased  from  the  natives,  is  estimated  at  24,000,000  pounds,  which 
is  less  than  early-season  forecasts.    During  the  July -September  1948 
quarter,  increased  terrorist  activities,  shortage  of  labor  on  Sumatra's 
East  Coast,  and  the  depressed  condition  of  the  tea  market  in  the 
Netherlands  retarded  the  harvesting  and  curing  of  tea  according  to  a 
report  from  the  American  Consul  General  in  Batavia. 

It  is  reported  that  an  agreement  now  has  been  reached  between  the 
Netherlands  and' the  Netherlands  Indies  whereby  between  17,000,000  and 
20,000,000  pounds  of  new -crop  tea  will  be  shipped  to  the  Netherlands 
during  the  12  months  ending  August  31,  1949.'   The  relatively  inactive 
market  in  the  Netherlands  during  recent  months  resulted  from  the  taking 
over  by  the  Netherlands  Government  of  unsold  Java  teas  which  packers 
considered  of  inferior  quality  and  the  purchase  by  the  Government  of  old 
teas  in  London.    The  Netherlands  Indies  Government  and  producers  now 
are  making  efforts  to  improve  the  quality  of  their  tea. 

HONDURAS. HAS  LARGER 
COFFEE  CROP 

Coffee  production  in  Honduras  for  the  12  months  ending  June  30,  1949, 
now  is  estimated  at  120,000  bags,  instead  of  85,000  as  previously 
reported.    Of  the  120,000  bags,  58,000  bags  are  expected  to  be  available 
for  export,  about  42,000  bags  will  be  consumed  locally,  and  about  20,000 
bags  will  pass  over  the  border  into  El  Salvador  without  being  recorded, 
according  to  a  report  from  the  American  Embassy  in  Tegucigalpa. 

The  larger  crop  is  attributed  to  very  favorable  weather  conditions 
for  coffee.    Harvesting  began  in 'November  and  will  be  completed  about 
January  ,31. 
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FRUITS ,  VEGETABLES  AND  NUTS 

MEXICO  BEGINS  CAMPAIGN  TO 
CONTROL  CITRUS  BLACK  FLY 

A  decree  published  by  the  Mexican  Government  and  effective  on  Octo- 
ber 30,  1948,  declares  the  control  of  citrus  black  fly  in  Mexico  to  be 
a  matter  of  public  policy.    A  committee  will  be  set  up,  composed  of  the 
•Minister  of  Agriculture  and  Livestock,  or  his  representative,  acting  aa 
President  and  2  representatives  of  each  Regional  Committee  to  supervise 
a  campaign  to  control  the  pest.    There  will  be  as  many  Regional  Com- 
mittees as  may  be  considered  necessary. 

Funds  to  defray  expenses  of  the  campaign  will  come  from  2  sources. 
Citrus  growers  in  the  states  of  San  Luis  Potosi,  Tamaulipas,  and  Nuevo 
Leon  are  required  to  pay  a  tax  of  1.46  cents  per  tree  until  the  danger 
of  the  spread  of  the  black  fly  infestation  has  been  eliminated.  There 
are  about  10  million  trees  located  in  the  3  states  and  on  the  foregoing 
basis  the  revenue  will  be  about  (U.S.)  $146,000.    The  other  source  of 
funds  is  a  tax  on  gasoline  sold  In  towns  located  in  the  states  mentioned 
from  which  the  yield  in  revenue  will  be  around  (U.S.)  $219,000  dollars. 

LIVESTOCK  AND  ANIMAL  PRODUCTS 

CANADIAN  FEEDER  AND  SLAUGHTER ' 
CATTLE  AND  MEAT  EXPORTS  TO  U.S..  LARGE 

Canadian  reports  indicate  that  exports  of  feeder  and  slaughter  cat- 
tle including  calves  and  meat  exports  from  Canada  to  the  United  States 
have  been  large  since  August  16,  when  export  controls  were  removed. 
Feeder  and  slaughter  cattle  reached  their  highest  level  during  the  last 
2  weeks  of  September,  and  now  appear  to  be  tapering  off. 

Calf  exports,  on  the  other  hand,  reached  their  highest  point  a  little 
earlier,  around  September  2.    Such  exports  in  October,  except  for  the 
last  week,  and  November,  indicated  considerable  falling  off,  being  only 
about  one -fourth  of  the  September  average. 

Slaughter  and  feeder  cattle  including  calves  exported,  reached 
240,159  head  for  the  period  August  16  to  November  24,.  inclusive.  The 
most  recent  years  of  large,  feeder  -  and  slaughter  cattle  and  calf  exports 
were  in  1941,  I939  and  1937 .    Such  exports  for  the  months  of  September 
through  November  totaled  60,64$-  head  in  1941,  $4,706  head  in  1939  and 
52,769  head  in  1937,  compared  with  206,159  head  for  September  through 
November  24  of  this  year. 

Beef  and  veal  exported'  by  Canada  to  the  United  States  from' August  lo 
through  November  20  of  this  year  has  totaled  63,493,728  pounds..   On  the 
basis  of  an  average  dressed  weight    of    500  pounds,     this  would.be  equi- 
valent to  about  127,000  head  of  cattle.    Although  not  entirely  comparable 
in  period  of  time,  the  exports  to  the  United  States  from  August  through 
November  in  I935  and  1936,  2  relatively  heavy  years,  reached  837,90°  and- 
1,789,000  pounds,  respectively. 
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CORRECTION 


i On  page  434  Of  Vol.  57',  'No.  "22,  'Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  of 
November  29,  1948,  the  caption  on  the  wool  table  should  have  read; 
WOOL:    Estimated  world  production,  greasy  basis,-  by  continents,  averages 
1931-35  and  1936 -4 0,  annual  1941-42,  and  1945-48.    Also  in  the  same  table, 
the  average  for  Africa,  1931-35,  should  h&7&  read  343. 

GRAINS,  GRAIN  PRODUCTS  AND  FEEDS 

ARGENTINE  WHEAT  GROWERS  TO 
RECEIVE  HIGHER  PRICES 


Wheat  growers  in  Argentina  are  to  receive  higher  prices  for  their 
1948-49  wheat,  according  to  the  recommendation  of  the  National  Economic 
Council.    The  recommended  price  of  23  pesos  per  100  kilograms  ($1.86  per 
bushel)  for  bagged  wheat  on  track  at  Buenos  Aires  would  be  the  highest  on 
record,  exceeding  by  24  cents  per  bushel  the  price  set  at  the  beginning 
of  last  season.    Latest  reports  indicate  that  the  harvest  now  beginning 
will  yield  about  180  million  bushels,  compared  with  the  1947-48  outturn 
of  250  million  bushels. 

DECREASE  IN  CANADA'S 
FALL -SOWN  GRAIN  ACREAGE 

The  acreage  seeded  to  fall  grains  in  Canada  is  considerably  smaller 
than  the  acreage  seeded  a  year  ago.    Fall  wheat  acreage  is  placed  at 
748,000  acres,  a  reduction  of  175,000  acres  or  19  percent,  compared  with 
1947  seedings.    The  official  estimate  covers  only  winter  wheat  grown  in 
Ontario;  small  amounts  grown  in  western  Provinces  are  not  included,  but 
will  be  included  with  spring  wheat  acreage.    The  condition  of  winter 
wheat  or  October  31  was  reported  at  80  percent  of  the  long-time  average 
yield  per  acre  compared  with  97  percent  a  year  earlier. 

Fall  rye  acreage  as  reported  at  l,l6l,000  acres  is  478,000  acres 
or  29  percent  smaller  than  the  acreage  seeded  in  1947*    The  bulk  of  the 
fall  rye  is  grown  in  the  Prairie  Provinces ,  especially  in  Saskatchewan 
and  Alberta.    The  condition  of  the  crop  at  the  end  of  October  was  reported 
at  56  percent  of  the  long-time  average  compared  with  101  percent  at  that 
time  in  I947.    The  poorest  condition  was  reported  for  Saskatchewan,  where 
it  was  only  43  percent  of  average. 
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COTTON  AND  OTHER  FIBER 

(Continued  from  Page  450) 

COTTON -PRICE  QUOTATIONS 
ON  FOREIGN  MARKETS 

The  following  table  shows  certain  cotton -price  quotations  on  foreign  mar- 
kets ,  converted  at  current  rates  of  exchange: 


COTTON:    Spot  prices  in  certain  foreign  markets,  and  the 
U.S.  gulf -port  average 


Market  location, 
Kina,  ana.  qualify 

• 

• 
• 

• 
• 

Date  , 

LyH-O  , 

unio  or  , 
,    weight  , 

uni  z  01  , 
currency  , 

Price  in  ; 

foreign 
currency  ; 

Equivalent 
U.S.  cents 
per  pound 

Alexandria 

• 

Kantar  i 

• 

12-2  : 

9-9-05  lbs.  ! 

Tallari  5 

48.15  : 

40.18 

• 

II  ; 

,        u  , 

n  < 

:       45.15  : 

:  37.67 

• 

tl 

>        "  < 

»        "  . 

:       80.55.  ' 

:  67.21 

• 

11  j 

jr. '  *>:n        '.  , 

:          (not  : 

: quoted) 

Bombay 

9 

9 

■Candy  j 

m. 

II  < 

;  78^  lbs.  : 

•Rupee  : 

:      610.00  1 

\  23.47 

9 

II  .. 

,     ii  , 

.      11  , 

:      65O.OO  • 

:  25.01 

9 

It  ■ 

.     "  < 

$                 -.'  ; 

!  (not 

{available) 

Karachi 

9 
9 

;Maund  ; 

* 

12-1  : 

:  82.28  lbs.  : 

11  , 

!.  72.80 

:  26.69 

* 

11 

,  -    ti  , 

11 

!  86.80 

:  31.83 

289F  Punjab,  B.G.,  Fine.. 

• 

•  ♦ 

ti 

,      i»  , 

»         "  i 

:  94-00 

:  34.46 

Buenos  Aires 

• 
• 

{Metric  ton 

• 

12-2 

•  2204.6  lbs.. 

Peso 

:  a/3350. 00 

:  45.24 

Lima 

♦ 
• 

;Sp .  quintal 

Tanguis,  Type  5.  ,W  

.  .11-30 

:  101.4  lbs. 

•Sol 

!  180.00 

j  27.37 

« 

it 

\aj  279.00 

>          44.2  *  ^.2 

Recife 

• 
« 

;Arroba 

• 

12-2 

:  33.07  lbs. 

[Cruzeiro 

:  187.00 

:  30.77 

• 

u 

,  -  '    11  , 

!  195.00 

:  32.08 

Sao  Paulo 

• 
• 

11 

,  11 

:  204.00 

:  33.56 

Torre on 

• 
• 

:Sp.  quintal 

• 

11 

:  101.4  lbs. 

:Peso 

:  181.50 

:  25.99 

Ho  us  t  on  -Ga  lve  s  t  on  -New 

• 
■ 

Orleans  av.  Mid.  15/16".. 

*■ 
•  • 

• 
• 

11 

: Pound 

:Cent 

:  XXXXX 

:  31.87 

Quotations  of  foreign  markets  reported  by  cable.    U.S.  quotations  from  designated 
spot  markets, 
a/    Nominal . 

b/    Prices  omitted  from  last  week's  table:    For  Buenos  Aires,  in  pesos  per  metric 
ton  with  U.S.  cents  per  pound  in  parentheses,  November  25,  1948,  Type  B, 
3350.00  nominal  (45.24) J  Lima,  in  soles  per  Sp.  quintal,  November  23,  1948, 
Tanguis,  Type  5,  180.00  (27.37);  Pima,  Type  1,  278.00  (42.27). 
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TOBACCO 


CUBAN  GOVERNMENT  LIMITS  19^8-^9 

PRODUCTION  OF  SUN -GROWN  TOBACCO  ""'  '    .  ." 

The  Cuban  Cabinet  on- November  25,. 19^8, . approved  a.  decree  restrict- 
ing the  country's  1948-^9  production  of  sun-grown  tobacco  to  60, 860,000 
pounds,  or  7  percent  more  than  the  preceding  year's  sun -grown  crop.  The 
Cuban  Tobacco  Growers  Association,  had.  previously  proposed  to  Govern- 
ment officials  that  the  limit  on  1948-49  production  of  sun-grown  leaf 
be  set  at  66,000,000  pounds,  (see  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  Vol.  57, 
No. :  21,  of  November  22,  1948)  .      "~ • .  -  '  - 


•  Quotas  for: 1948-49  production  are  to  be  prorated  among  growers 
Vuelta  Aba  jo  at;  65  percent;,  "in  Semi-Vuelta  at  6b  percent,  and  in--, 
Partido,  Las  Villas  and  Oriente -C.amaguey  at  80  percent^  of  the  output 
in  19^5-1+6,  when  the  country's  production  totaled  about  80, 000, 000 
pounds.    The  decree  requires  all  tobacco  growers  to  grow  garden  crops 
on  land  that  will  become  available  as  a.  result  of  the  restrictions. 


n 


.  Production 
restricted,  but 


of  shade -grown,  wrappers,  and  binders  is  not  being 
the  decree  specifically  forbids,  harvesting  of  second - 
growth  leaves  in  shade -grown  areas. 


LATE'    N  E  W  S 


(  Continued  from"  PageT^ ) 


The  19U8~49  cotton  crop  in  Tanganyika  is  estimated •  as  of -September 
JO  ' at  LiU, 000  bales  of  500pounds  gross,  compared  with ■ an- earlier  estimate 
of  L|2, 000,  bales .    The  19U8-U9  cotton  crop  in  Kenya  was  recently  estimated 
at'i|., 000  bales'  (of  5°0  pounds)  from  35iOOO  acres.'  Production  is  about 
the  same  as  that  of  a  year  ago  but  acreage  is  10  percent • higher . 


